THE    DISCIPLINE"

God's word live and breathe. These sacred writings have
not been preserved for us by chance. God expressly
transformed tradition into scripture, that His command-
ments might be plainly recognizable, and be taken to
heart by men. This evangel existed before the Church
and was superior to the Church; and there was no other
truth outside or beyond ("en dehors et au dela"). Conse-
quently, in a truly Christian State, God's word, "laparole
de Dieu" was the supreme expression of morality,
thought, faith, law, and life; the Bible, as a book, em-
bodied all wisdom, all justice, all truth. For Calvin, the
Bible was the alpha and the omega, the beginning and
the end. All decisions in all matters must be based upon
its texts.

By thus making the written word the supreme
authority of mundane behaviour, Calvin seemed to be
repeating the well-known primal demand of the Re-
formation. In reality he was making a huge step beyond
the Reformation, and was breaking wholly away from
its original circle of ideas. For the Reformation began as
a movement to secure peace in spiritual and religious
matters. It purposed to lay the gospels in every man's
hands without restriction. Instead of the pope in Rome
and the Councils of the Church, individual conviction
was to shape Christianity. This "Freiheit des Christenmen-
schen" (freedom of the Christian man) inaugurated by
Luther was, however, together with every other form of
spiritual freedom, ruthlessly torn away from his fellow
mortals by Calvin. To him, the word of the Lord was
absolutely clear; and he therefore decreed that interpreta-
tions of God's word or glosses upon the divine teachings
other than his own were inadmissible. As stone pillars
support the roof of a cathedral, so must the words of the
Bible sustain the Church that she may for ever remain
stable. The word of God would no longer function as
the logos spermatikos, as the eternally creative and trans-
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